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ſiders, how vaſtly Diſproportionate, and every 
way Inferiour , Unequal, and Unfit, ſuch 4 


For can Matter of it (elf, (think ye) how 
much ſoever rarified and attenuated by Motion, 
2 5 any other Means whatſoever, without 
t 


ſelf into all the Parti, Lineaments, and Proportion 
of a Human Body. and not only ſo, but likewiſe 
into a Human, Rational Mind or Spirit, of a quite 
n 1 C different 


| 


| 
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But, to return from this ſhort Digreſſion 4 


again, was never yet able, in the Space of more 


pregna | 
— they afterwards lived, and dwelt, and 
way, that muſt be admitted, or ſome thing like 


any Man's Head of but Common Ingenuity , 
or Common Confideration : Or, that only Con- 


Cauſe muſt have been to produce ſuch an Efett. 


elp of Some AU-Wiſe Mind or Providence, 
Accidentally faſhion (rather toſs and throw) it 


% x; by = . FI 
ts *. 5 a 
R 


| 8 Co TRE | 
different kind from all Matter: into a Soul of 
ſuch Vaſt Abilities and Capacities, as are be- 
N fore Specified : into a Soul, that can Form No- 
5 tions and Conceptions within it ſelf of Eve 
thing without it ſelf: and Sway the Body, ja 
as it pleaſes, by its own internal Springs, and 
Movements, and ſecret Workings? No, in no 
wiſe. I might add, Into Such a Sul, that the 
The Sthel / thought greatelt Natural Philoſopher 
it to be Fire; Others can't perfectly tell what thisSoul 
Air. But can Fire, of Man is. And the more he 


N . 
Th 


or Air Think? ſhould Attempt it, the more 


1 ſtill he would be to ſeek: like ® him, who un- 
dertook to define What God is? | 
The One is no more to be ſeen with our 


bodily. Eyes, than the Other yet no Man 


doubts or queſtions that he hath ſuch a Soul, 
becauſe he „it works thus in the Body, 
tho he cannot ſee it. Why then ſhould we 
doubt whether God exiſts, only becauſe we 
cannot ſee Him? Him, who is Al Pure. Intelef, 
Mind, and Spirit? Him, that made this Soul of 


Ours, which bears the neareſt Reſemblance to 


Pſ. 66. 8. Him, of any thing under Heaven: and who 
F, 11. 5. holdeth our Soul in Life? Even that God, who, 
Hebr. 1.3. with the Spirit and Breath of His Mouth, as it 


Lauras were, inſpir d this Soul of Man into his Body: 


and who, Conſequently, cannot but be Preſent, 

Privy, and moſt Intimate to all the Defires, De- 

fins and Thoughts of it: Who ſees us Continu- 

bf 555. : ally, tho we ſee not Him, and ſpieth out all 
139 * : | ; aaa a. 
dur Ways. | 2 

But neither could God be ſuppos d, or ima- 


Pf 139. 1. gin d to under ſtund and know all a Man's Thoughts, 


Provits:3 Fords, and Actions, (as we are aſſur' d He does, 
8 ſo as to be able, when He Pleaſes, by His Spirit, 
1 | [ a | .% 


inſtantly 
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(Whether He does it Imm 
as He Stretched out the Heavens, without any 14.44.24, 
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at never ſo great a diſtance) if He had not cg. 6. 12 


as 5. 3. 


firſt made him, and thereby perfectly known 7 ed 
his Frame; as { the Pſalmiſt; whence it p/ = 9 
will likewiſe follow, that He formed and crea- P[33. 14. 
ted every One df us. 3+ 1, (2529.07 FLIGHTS 
True it is, God, for the moſt part, tho not G 9. .. 
Aluays, leaves Effects to their Natural Cauſes Gen. 16. 2, 
in This, as well as in other Events. He ha- Cen. 30. 2; 


ving Wiſely made all Things, which are ca- hs 
a 9. 14. 


e of acting at all, to act according to the 184. ;.c, 


ws of their Nature and Being. [LUuak.1. 37. 


But tis very Irrational to Conjecture, That 
mere Matter, of it ſelf, (without either the 
Direct Agency, as at the firſt, or the Conſecutive © 
Agency ever ſince, following, as it were, of | 


Courſe, of ſome more Powerful, Excellent, and 125 0 | 


Wiſe Principle, than it ſelf, that Modifies and Gen. 2931 


Prepares that Matter, and, when it is ſo Pre- 18. . 21, 
par d for it, Conveys into it a Soul: A Soul 


ite Heteregeneal, differing in Subſtance and 
ie, from Matter) ſhould Cauſe the Imme- 


diate Production of Every, or indeed of Any - -. \ * 


Man, that cometh into the World, - © 
No, no: It is God, (even He, that ſaith to 5. 43. f. 


Jrael, Iam the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator 7, 15. 
f Iſrael, your King: and, the Creator of the Ends 1/2. 4928 fl 


of the Earth) that Formed us in, or fromthe l f. 2 


Womb, and Formeth the Spirit of Man within 24e. 13. 1. 


bim; that is, Who, Hot only, through the Na- Fſ. 71. 5. 
tural, Secret Energy, and Plaſtic , Forming, Pſ.139.12 


Operative Power of a Soul, which He had made 7119-73 
before and endu d with that Power, Fuſbioneth Rurba. 12 


all the Parts of Man's A 
iately by Himſelf, 76 . 15. 


C3 Means 
| 6.67 


I 
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Means at all, or, Whether by the Power and 
Virtue of the Same Vital, Attive Principle im- 
Sn. ——5 in Man, I leave to the Deciſion of the 

earned) infuſes a Spirit or Soul into him, 
ſome time betwixt his Conception and Birth; 
whereby He becomes the Author and Fountain 
of All our Beings, and of our whole Being. 
To which Effect, there is this remarkable 


*  Ch.21.30 Paſlage in Exekis) . Where God, ſpeaking to the 
| "rebellious Houſe, the ſinful Nation of the Jews 
udg- 


ſays, I will judge (or, will bring my ſore 

ments upon) thee, in the Place, where thou waſf 
Create 
as to ſay, that in the Land of Judah and Je- 
ruſalem; where they were Born, even there had 


8 God Created them: notwithſtanding their ha- 


ving been Formed in their Mother's Womb, and 
Begorten of their Earthh, Natural Parents. 


ci . 16 Jain alſo brings in God ſpeaking, but very 


Compaſſionately, to the ſame perverſe People, 
thus: Iuill not contend for ever, neither will Ile 
always wroth: for (if I ſhould: 


kind) fbould fail before me, aud the Souls which 1 

| have made: i. e. the Race of Mankind would 
quickly ſink under Me, and come utterly to an 
end for evermore, and be extinct for want of ſur- 
viring Ine. Where the Word (Souls) is not 
(I apprehend). by a Synecdoche, to he taken 
for Men, as in many other places it is: but, as 


it anſwers to Spirit, and is connected with it, 
Y enough ſignify Men's Souls, as 


mit may aptl 
_  diftint# from their Bodies, .. 
* - But had God no Hand, or not the chief, in 


„ perpetually Creating or Forming the new-born | 


ne 
8 5 . | | attern 


in the Land of thy Nativity: as much 


. ) the Spirit (Which 
kocl. 12. Lat firſt formed, and gave, and put into Man- 
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Hattert, Els Creati the Firſt Man; He coul 
not properly be ſaid to have made any other 


Soul, from the Beginning of the World, to chis 
time, but the Soul of 4dam. Which is directiy 
Contrary. to what He Himſelf: here aſſerts of 
Mintel by ee 
The Royal Prophet, in that his Prediction 

of the calling of the Gentiles, expreſſes Him 

ſelf thus: People which ſhall be Born, or ß 101.18 - 
(according to the other T'ranſlation) Created, 
hal Praiſe the Lord : thoſe, who ſhall be Crea- 

ted, or Born, in time tocome.  —: : © 1 

And the Prophet Malachi propoſes a Queſtion 

to the Jews, that was generally allow'd in thoſe 

Days, to paſs, and be reſolved in the Aſſirma- 

tive, without any Scruple : and Which ſeems 
therefore by him to be taken for granted, Have Ml. 2. 10. 
we not a One Father ? Hath no: One God Created iſs. 44. 8, 
1? Yes, moſt certainly He hath ; and beſides ?% 24 
Him, there is None, that ever did, could or 2 

can do it; tho, by Reaſon of our great Unatren+ 
tin to the Firſt and Supreme Mover, and Our 

Anending too much to the conſtant Generation and 

Succeſſion of Men in the Orderly and Regular 
Ctrſe of Nature, (which we behold) we are 2M 
prone to attribute This (as we do many other K 
Viſible Effect) wholly to Second Cauſes, which — 

is chiefly Qwing to the Firſt:, Who eſtabliſhed 
the Courſe of Nature; and without whoſe Aid 
and Influx, the Second could not act at all. 
© Both St. Peter, and St. Jude from the Words See 

of St. Peter, premoniſh and foretel of certain Hg 

the ſame Perſons meant, and have the ſame p. 35, 40. 
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In 228 


Lee and they both do joyn the | 
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© United; Written or Unwritten; Teſtimonies 


1 Tim. 4. 2. Of all the other Apoſtles, with their own At- 


2 Tim, 3. teſtations : in Foretelling 1 ſay 7 of certain 


8, 13. 'Scoffers and Mockers) to come in the laſt time, 


1 Job. "Walking after their own Ungodly Luſts : ang, that 


3 * 


2 Peter 3. would deny the onely Lord God, and Our Lord | 


2,3: 4+ Jeſus Chriſt : and would alſo Deny and Deride 
Tuae . 4+ hat Other great Principle of our Religion, the 


47, 18. 8 2 .) 2 ' | | 
28er. 3. 1. coming of Chriſt to Judgment, and, by Con- 
by 2 8 quence, the very Being and Providence of God, 
as He is the One Supreme Lau-giver and Judge 


of the World: And the Reaſon they give for 


it, is, For fince the Fathers fell aſleep, all things | 
continue as they were from the Beginning of the 


Creation. © 


The Senſe of Which place is this, that ſince | 


the time, or, Saving that the Fathers, that is, 


the Ancient Patriarchs, and Prophets\died, who 


ſpake of God's judging the World, and (as 
you Chriſtians 5) Baioved it: 1. ſo long 
t of time, notwithſtanding ſo many Ages 
are ſince paſt, we ſee nothing of this World 
Changed, except that Men die, and One Gene- 
ration ſucceeds another; but there remains the 
ſame Face of Heaven and Earth, and other 
Parts of the World, which there was, when 

the Word began 


Hlence they inferr d, that the State of the 
World would ſtill remain the ſame, which it 


had been, and, that things would always go on 

in a perpetual round, as they had hitherto done. 
Saving that ſome. Men died, and others came 
in the room of them, they ſaw all things con- 
tinue as they were 4 apyic artet, which is 
rightly render d, from the Beginning of the Cre- 
ation: But ſeems rather ſpoken by them, either 
Bane” | in 
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rr, 
in Alluſion to, or Deriſion of the Common Be= 
lief of thoſe times, than as their own ſerious "i 
and proper Sentiment. - ot Þ | * 
For by Owning a Creation, (let that have 1 
when it will ) they muſt neceſſarily own. 8. 
the Creator, God Bleſſed for ever: Whereas by | 
what Immediately follows, at the Fifth Verſe, = 
it appears they acknowledge neither. For. this * 
they willingly are Ignorant of, (having ſufficient . | 1 
Means to know it, if they had a Mind to it) 2 
that by the Word of God the Heavens were of 01d (1569. 1 
i. e. Were made 7 and the Earth ſtandi out of Gen. 1. 1 AF 
the Water, and in theater. So that theſe g, Mex. 
Atheiſts ſeem very much to ſymbolize and agree „ 
in their Principles with the Epicureans of Old, | i 
who denied any Future Judgment, or, that the 74. Are. 
World would: have an End, and likewiſe, totium is _ (+4 
Sree no leſs with another haughty, affected ſort **+ "A 
k People, riſen up in this Age, whom we may | 
call Hobbs sDiſciples: who will not be withdrawn "1.18 
from that dull, Abſurd Opinion of the Leviathan: 4 
which they at firſt took up with, to quiet, or ra- 1 
ther ſtupifie their Conſciences; and then, to ſave 1 
themſelves the Trouble of any further Enquiry: 
vix That all things came by Nature. A Term, 
which they have got by the End, but know not 8 i 
what they mean by it; for, upon ſtrict Exami- * » I 
nation, they muſt grant, that tho all things, = 
as we ſee, donow proceed inthe Regular Courſe 
of Nature, as it is now Stated, Settled, and Or- 
der d by a Divine Providence; yet, that we muſt 
aſcend to ſome Firſt and Supreme Cauſe, whom 
we Rightly call the God of Nature Who. muſt 
haye cauſed and brought all Natural things 
into Being, and fixed the Order of Nature, as 
My it is, by a Supernatural Power, and hors: 
8 5 y | 
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This I might evince and illuſtrate by 4 


Thouſand ces in Nature; but ark is 
not a more pr t Inſtance, or clearer De- 
motiſtration of it, than the Subject before us, 
Mar; for Whom it is tly impoſlible to 
have been brought into Being at 


than by immediate Creation. 
For to what elſe ſhall, or an we impure, 
| from What elſo derive the Origination or Firſt 


Riſe arid Being of Man, without utterly de- 


. — veſting and bereaving our ſelves of that Rea- 
ſonable Nature, (as to our own particulars,) 


and the Reſult of it, Conſideration, which 
makes us Men, and diſtin us from 
other Creatures d No other could ever 


have been, if God had not Created the Firſt 

; And therefore as we all come out of his rn 
God is properly ſaid to be the Maker 

Men; even of who are propagated in th 

j „ Natural vey n which He _ ap- 

in 

Pf 119 ' A Handi have made me, Py faſhioned me, lays 

P/. 139. + Dovid - And St. Paul, preaching the Unknown, 

but True God, to the — whom they 


tly Worſhipped , not knowing His 
len al 


Excellent and Spiritual Na- 


ture, or what 1 Being he was, de- 


ſcribes Him thus, by His Effects: God that 


48.17.24 gag. the World, and all Things therein: And | 
hath mage of One Blood all Wals of Men, (via. 
as they are Naturally deſcended from the Ft 


7 Man) for to duel en all the Face of the Earth. 


This is One Great, Manifeſt, and Irrefragable | 


Proof, that there 1s 4 God, wha hath Fe 


4 2 
other Way, (the now he . be, an 4 is) 
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— 2 all Nations of Men /becauſe ; wickiut 
Him, ir was not poſlible for any ſuch: Creature | 
CY Man to have been. 


(after their having this plaineſt Manifeſtation 
of God's Exiſtence, 'and of His infinite Power, 
' Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, ſhewn in His admi- 
able Contrivanee of this Micngeoſm , or little 
World, Man, no leſs than of the greater, made 
n Fand e the 


8e 9. 


_—_ viz. by Faith) tho He be not far from 
„ | 
called Ei 0 becanſe we are — 
— — and 
and not only ſo, bur, which is more, made after | 
His „as to our Spiritual. Part. For 
. Earth 
on wrought : yet our Spirit, 
partakes of the Divine Na- 
| 3 a Ray of that incomparable 
- Excellence, an Effigies of the Deity; and, as 
we are a Compound of both, we are the 
Workmanſhip and C Care of the whole Trinity. 
And however Mankind are Now, and have 
| of a long time, encreaſed and multij plied ex- 
0 ly, fo as to People many ag Lk | 
i the Earth: an ired. Writer aſſures 
| mas @' Nur, (viz. within leſs than 
. and before Gag had 
. eſtabliſh'd the Order of Nature, either for 
Propagation of Mankind, or any elſe.) when 
there was we a Man to manure or til the ground: | 
which is now, through the t Multiplica- 
tion of Men, become the moſt Common and Ne- 
0 12 0 Office eve TH x Human An 7 
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Therefore it immediately follows , — har T 


Lord, n he feel er Him, and find , 


n TION — | laid 6» 
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n e if we conſult our own Reaſon, it will 
_ tell. e have been ſo. 


For there ut theſe tuo Ways, by which 
eee how 
- to upon it ever how 
„Aan, ſuch a Projeting, "Thoughtful, Rational 
Being, as Mar is, mould come to be in the 
World. Either he muſt have been ab Origine, 
without Original from Eternity, before all 
Time: or elſe he muſt have been made #4 
Time. There is, there can be no Medium be- 
m een theſe: but One of them muſt Inevitably 
have been; without all Controverſy. 
Not the ##r/4 becauſe whatſoever is Eternal, 
and had:no Beginning, can never ceaſe to be, 
but muſt be and Unchangeable, which 
nm is not. The Sem therefore holds moſt 
true, and wut be allowed, that Man was made 
in Time: And we can never ſatisfy our Rea- 
ſon, how Men ſhoutd come to heget one anos 
£5 ther in the Way we-fee, without ſome firſt 
6: *® Man, that was. not Begotten in that Way: 
f which firſt Man muſt neceſſarſly Conduct us 
| — F of him, and all 


| — nothing oth — plabily declare 
Heb. 3. 4 be the Maker of all things, and, that 
elſe in Nature, beſides if, could 
be Eternal, of it felf ; or without a Cauſe or 
Beginning, than the Deſcending of One Man 
Gere in the Ordinary Way of Genera- 
tion, and the conſtant Succe Ron ef Generation 
and Corruption in him, and all other Crea- 
tures upon the Earth; which could not be, 
vVvithout there had been ſome E yrſt of every Kind, 
that was not Aae, but Created. 75 
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vill e like a mere Riddle, becauſe all thi 


it (our ſelves not excepted ) have a ble 


Neceflarily derive their Being from mmm, 
that was before all Time, 17 the Jude 


— Man. 


ever any thing cauſed or made it ſelf, by a wy 


means. whatſoever : which: fuppoſes a thing td 


act before it was, and to operate, before it had 


not be im 


to give Being to it ſelf, before it had 45. (as 


not be hooted at for Fools) all things that 
are, muſt needs have been produced by Some 
thing that over Was , and which never gan-: 
that is, by ſome Frſt and eme Cauſe,” on 
which all other Cauſes do fubſtantially ? 
. than that 


JFC 


8 
93 


ſome ſeeming Difficulzies, n 
in the Notion of ſuch a jaime n A. 
— 9 — = 165 e 

things of Nothing; yet is his own nion 
(whether he will own and conſider it, or no) 
attended and clogg d with ſueh groſs and pal- 
pable Abfurdities; as may be felt; and, among 
many other, with this one, That he knows not 
N e R 

2 


and Ending; and muſt therefore 


Being: than which a groutes Abſurdity dan- 


all:the World muſt acknowledge, that would 


? "This makes he 5 of: this” Wort w 5 


* „ +5 


or tis perfectly Ridiculous to ä bY 


And then, if ewere impoſſible for an Mn 


ful and Hmelligent Being, which we call GD? 
according to the Saying of the wiſe Son of S. 


rach, Ho har faul for woes emed all thing? in bed it I, 
Sonar al n 
And here, tho' the Arheif would fide ſart 
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1 3 Being, I” mach leſs of Man, n 
How God exiſted hefare all Time, or how, 
in the Beginning of Time, He Created all 


Gen 1 s. Saen, Nothing, out of mere Chaos and 


Vacuity and Emptineſs; let not 
vain Man pretend to know. Let him rather 
determine with himſelf, not to know any thin 
at all about it, ſave only in general, that G 
did it by His A Poe ful, Over-ruling, Com- 

75 c manding Voice, as the Lord hath made known 
unto us; juſt as He Created the Light, by 

ſaying, Let there be Light, and there-was Light : 

For whatſoever is more than this, J is beyond 
dur Reach and Capac ity. 0 | 
But yet, let not — Atheiſt — nor 

glory in this, that we Underſtand no more of 

it, than we Profeſs to do: when: he himſelf 

5 knows no more, how Man could at firſt come 
wd. be in the World; or, how the World it ſelf, 
and all the Creatures in it, but eſpecially Man, 
could come to be at all, without God: than 
we do know punctually, exactly, and preciſely, 
how Gre ore both him an them; or, than 
we do fully underſtand, how God did Exif 
= | from Eternizy, of Himſelf, withour any efficient 

= ; | Cauſe of His Being. i 

. Which alone n if baeded as it 


c ; es ought, * ly ſilence the N confident 
1 | 2.73 6-11 Bog theiſt, an both his 


a | 10. 14. Mouth — . —— uttering — 
3 | 5 3- >... verſeneſs, or Contempt againſt the Lord of 
* Glory. For the Truth which Aſſertion, 
and the . on which it is grounded, I 
| l equal, indifferent Judges. And 

ur Athei * * a Man of ordinary, com 
7 pPetent. 
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* ö 1 
petent, natural Underfanding; 3 ind will bur ; 

lay alide his Luſts and Prejudices, and his affected 
Wie, I leave it even to himſelf to judge of. 

For ſome Being , and that the m Perfe& 
and Excellent of all Beings, from whence all 
other Beings proceeded, mult have been of it 
ſelf, from all Eternity, becauſe we ſee things 
are, that could not poſſibly have been of them- 
| ſelves, nor, 2 — ſuch Firſt — of 


their Being. Ms 
that has not — is 


ſuch a Being, as we ſuppoſe God to be, R_ is, 
Infinite and limited l in * Perfections, bem 
more likely to have been ſo, than any other? | * 
Or, Whether it be not much harder for us to = 4 
conceive, either, how it was poſſible, that ſuch 
a frail, mortal, indigent, dependent Being, as 
Man' is, ſhould be of himſelf, from all Eter- 
nity, or, ſhould be made in time, by any 
other Being, befides God: than, that there 
ſhould have been ſuch a Being, exiſting of Him- 
ſelf from all Eternity, without Beginning of Days, 
or End of Life, as we conceive God to be, In- 
dependent on Es COIN in all Per- 
fections? And yet, in Reply, and abſolute 
' Controul to the Atheiſt, ne or the Other 
muſt have been, and he cannot deny it. 
Thus is the Being of God 23 | 
nt G the viſible Effects of His Power and grea 
lory diſplay d in the World; more 3 afarly | 

7. by His Creating of Mai in it: e very 
of Imperfections, no leſs than his greateſt Excel- 
1, lencies;. ſhew' him to have been Created, and, 
1. thar he did not (like God ) derive thoſe Ex- 
1d i cellencies from himſelf : for that no Being can | 
: de ſuppos'd to limit its own Ferfections. __ 1 
| 2 | 
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Gods Point out tp hs juſt ſu 
a tells * it. 10 abloluely 


S ebererihowl 7 
eng xa real Miracle e 11 Scripture, 
NY a God. ſufficiently, that is verily 


ee the Truth — 1 Mi 
it Does not peible to be done by the 
doe er Nature. Jet if a May will be ſo 
I ; prical, forſooth, ag either to 
—_ eve bt in his Heart, whether any ſuch 
1 Miracle e Wrought, Ne becauſe it was not 
1 done before his Eyes; ſuch Miracle gan hape 
1 5 4 , bur little Eff pon ſuch 3 One, Vi9334 tc 
_— Nay, that N lan will never, never can be 
1 1 IE, —— __ — — that- is 
walk and be ted 
8 N 0d ora all by Faith ur 
{his 
ing 2 che Doin 
IGENCE , 
J ON larure, and Terrible EEE * 
— ny = 9b. I. 1 is Imma te Purity, us nor 
n. e N. ſo lang as he abides in this Mortal 


i 170. 4.12 rate. 


"Bo: the Azronent we how 80 upon, proves 
a God by His Effects, to the ee and Sr 


N or Doubting, to any Man, that - is not invin- 
Fably Obſtinate, as well as Ingonſideratę: there 
1 being not ſo much as Qae ſeemingly juſt Ob- 


jection, or Colour of Objection , again the | 


Argument I bayghitherto maintain d, and in- 
tend further to maintain and proſecute: as 
tharo may he e 8 that are 
. De 5 
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the HT in acquainting us wi the Nas 1 


racle, be- 


r ba feine 


Mankind: and leaves no roam for Suſpicion 
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Abere are; I confeſs, divers See 
good A _ at do yp nals the 
dag r being 


N „ AS - 
ren . to 21 


in Him: br as 

the Creation of the Word, the alternate Suc- 

ceſſon of Day and Night, of Summer mar 74.19; 
Winter, and the open Fifmament of Heaven: 25 
the univerſal Conſent and Agreement of Mau- I 19. t 
kind in the Ackhowledgment of a God: 
Revelations He hath made of Himſelf in 
Writings of the Old and New Teſtament: a. 
the Wonders He hath therein wrought ers 
the Power of Nature) But, of all other Proofs, . 
this] of the Creation of Man, is, I think, leaſt 
table toExeeprion, and therefore the moſt likely 


to prevail upon Mankind, and to convince tlie 
Gain-Saytrs. © © 

Whatever Atchite contrived this vaſt and 
beautiful Structure of the World, and all things 
init, to de fure, hath thoſe Excellencies | 
pertections in lim, which in this Wi | 
hath.” He this made the e, bal he not fee © He 
that gave Life, an | and Sent and Rea- 
for, and all china de to Us Creatures, could 
never be a Lifelefs, Senſeleſs, Irrational Being 
Himſelf,” but muſt have all Excellenties | 
and Perfe&ions in the hi degree, which 
"ES, in an ure; toany of them. 
In particular, Man could never be Formed, 
nor come to be in the World, but by the Ope- 
ration of fome Being more Perfect than Him- 
RE: (and he mult be a Grand, i; 
Fool, indeed , unworthy to be called # an 
who looks to any thing benearh himſelf for. his . 
. 


#/ 


K 24 oT * 
hes, which i 155 — in ĩt ſelf. But 
of all unary is the Nobl 
endued with IT Reaſon, i 
Lerſtandi , Diſcourſe,and a Freedom of Acting, 
E Yr dy ves 
in the Wor, give do OL. be 
the firſt Cauſe of his Being: only He who is, 
and was from all Eternity, could be, and do 


this, and Communicate what of His Perfection 
He leaſed to him, and that is God. 


̃ PLE RY is Account the Scripture, and, 4 
Gen. 1. 27. 


God Himſelf, gives us of it, ſaying, T have mad: 
Gen.5.1,2- the Earth and Created Man upon it. & is God that 


85 Perce 2. bach made ws, and not we our ſehves: © 
F149. 2. And this is indeed the onl only Account, that 


can poſſibly be given of the firſt Formation of 
And tis one ingular Commendation, as well 
as Proof, of the Truth of Religion pee 
and, that its Object, G is not a fictitious 
Being exiſting only in the Fancies of Men: 
85 "That it can endure the Teſt of the fewer 
2 8 and, bei abe the Oppo 
Wit an Reaſon Mankigg, t 
and would {et it ſelf, not only above, but t 
all that is called God.. 
Wherefore, all Men, who have not F aith, 
or, who do not Believe theſe common Princi- 
ples of Religion, are, fitly term'd by the A- 


____aTheſ3.1. poſtle, a Abe, Diſor Ys Iaſolent, and 


' Unreaſonable Men, Men not to be ranked in the 
Order, Place, or Number of Rational Bei 

both becauſe they require more Evidence r 

things, than they will bear: and alſo take up 

. with the moſt . Prejudices and 

falſe Preſumptions — Religion, _ 


. 5 25] 
well ning the Grounds and Reaſenc5'0n | 
which it ſands. zo 1*..9; 

They are ind D 
„ pry, wack wicked 5 aro de have 
r eee ed ares, $i 

m ature, 6 
no Obligation of ve Sen bind, 1. 9 
that can b bold, or reſtrain RES "> 


from Wickedneſs, fo as it ſuits, with their 
preſent Intereſt 3 in che Power 


made of their hands to do it. | 
And, as to their Untnatnelilcnrinis win. | 


"oO Believing a God, which is alſo their Sin: (of Fw 
that WI which 8 at preſent, we are concern d to | 2 
n of WI ſpeak: E VV 
other Principlet, as well as Afr of Reli * 
pend) the Infidels, arake chiv{ Prager 


of Infidetity, can alledg, 
is bur Probable or Material, againſt the Veri 
that will away wi 


al His Bei 5 
. Ber, and 9 e nay, 


e 3 that 


* net be — or NK Chance Which, 
| their be perfect in its Kind, and ſpeaks both — 
the Wiſdom and the Praiſes of its Contriver, ?rov.3, 15 

bring Admirably fitted to all the Purpoſes, for ff., * 

ind Which was made: Jet, abſolutely ſpeaking, 

the it is much too imperfect, to have been of it . 

been , dent an lex | 

4  Slimpſe of Reaſon, or Senſe, 5 —_ 1 

up l. or ſteer its own Motions. 

nd ff Ircan't be, that all the mighty Works, and 

ut mann Wonders, we read in ſacred Hiſtory ; 
bees thoſe we meet with in Prophane e 

who, 
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A Matters of Fact, might ſometipes 
| hap 2 en on bra) ) re 
Im res: were generall 
own d, and arteſted to be Pre by: thus rhe 
dr em. And if One of all theſe was true, 
b and not a coumterfeir Miracle; If ever the 
Ret<Stu was: divided, or Jordan driven back 
_ (the Sus Progr N in the Heavens, for the 
Spude of a whole the Fire kept from burning 
the / moſt Co . or ſingeing the Han 
of the Head; or the Courſe of Nature invert 
. 6d; in any -ottiending! „ r mr if ever a Man 
was wr) Hume Dead, or but any one Deyil 
taſt out of a Demoniack, from the Foundation 
_ && the World, to this Time; it could not be, 

' without the of God in it. 
But abſtracting from theſe and all other M- 
ratuloum Effe 1 55 the divine Power; which yet 
F ell weigh'd-aud duly oouſider d ith all the 
_ Cireumiſtances,/ wherewith they were wrought 
atid attended, mult needs be acknowledg d to 
be of God. by all Jober Alen; and ma — 

convince even the moſt Incredulous of 

in not believing in with all their A yay 
winleſs they be ſuch r id Exactors of Reaſon, 
_ as will be fatisfy d with nothing leſs than {tris 
See the Demonſtration : tho at the "Is time they who 
102 jo 5 all Scripture Teſtimony, do in eſſect re: 
cles Sect nounce their Reaſon too. I farther. ſay and 


77 it cannot be, that Man had 10 Begin- 
: , „ Of had his Beginning we td e | 


"Tae I een How was it - poſſible for 


never continues long in one Station] to 


dae been at firſt without ſome H Cane of 


His Being, that Was before — And Nhat 


Gu | | q other 


s . as as ao oc 3X -oaas io... - a. e 
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nothing but, b 
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„„ 
other Cauſe could thar be, but God; whoCaufod 
For tis evident, from the RA 
kiready alledg d, that Man could not be A. 
Hs any ſuch Cauſe of his Being: ſand 
becauſe; had he been Seif-exiftent, as God 
is without deriving his Being from any:'Caziſe 
whatever, he muſt — been wholly Indepen- 


dent; and chen he would have needed no dſte- 
nance; and could never have Died; as we fee 
— 8 but muſt have continued in hit 


Fae mol 


as he pleaſed, and that ts, 


— 
—— that whatſoever:doth 


ut any way derive its Being from another; but 
— 5 from itſelf, hath a Power likewiſe con 
tinue it ſelf as dong 
and no other Being hath Power to take it away. 
But that there hath been an Eternul Suc- 
Her of rhe Generations of Men, (as the A- 
theiſt ſu without ſome Firſt Man; from 
whom all deſcended; is abſurd and im- 
— (nay is Nonſenſe , and à plain 
| Gion in it ſeif: becauſe that which . 
—— followed after another , could 
wt be from Eternity, but muſt begin ſome 
oi or other, and have me Cau of its 
ng. 
Heſicles, we ſee every Man Cauſed by an. 
' ther in the Ordinary Way of Prorreation, and, 
that we all deſcend from our Parents by Na- 
mal Generation: and therefore there muſt have 
been Oxe Common Father and Mother of us all, 
in che Line, that were not Begorren, 
Created,” He that Created them was 
1 —— Gods Who 


YOU" 4 B+ s . 


vet] | 1 as 


certain it is, and obvious 


as ĩt pleaſes in that Reing, A 


i therefore laid to have made of One Blood all 48.17.26 - 


* 

is: The 
cunl-i parte ame, or; (which is all One) there 
could be no ſuch thing as an Eternal Succeſſor 
of Men, as to the ions that are paſt: 
becauſe, a Succeſſion or Deſcent of one Man 
from another, neceſſarily ſuppoſes ſome Man, 
from whom all the reſt deſcended, to have had 


> 


. ther Man. And from whence: then ſhould: he 
have it? Nor from himſelf, , becauſe nothing 
Can cauſe or make it felf ; norfcould he have it 
from any Being inferiour to himſelſ: becauſe 

no Being can give that Excellency and Perfe&i- 

on to another, which it hath not in it ſelf. 

And there · is no Creature upon Earth fo Ex- 

cellent as Man, none endu'd with Reaſon, and 

8 | VUnderſtanding, and Speech to communicate it, 
beſides him; and therefore no Creature upon 

8 Earth could at firſt Contribute any thing to his 
Being. Nay, all the Men in the World are 


themſelves, in the Way that he was made, and 
muſt have been made, at firſt, that they can- 
not make one Hair f him naturally bite or 
Black, much leſs frame the whole Compoſitum, 
or make one Entire, Complete Man; or but 
any one Integral Part of his Body: not to men- 


4 ' £ 5 


his Beginning, in Time, but yet not from ano- 


o far from being able to make one Man like 


ttion one Tittle at preſent, more than what 
hath been mention d, concerning his Soul. 
Nor can all the reſt of tlie uiſible Creation do 


FDS SSS Ss os 


SS SFr — gare ese 


71 S 


to render t 


ENS 
ihemſelves] who are but Creatures, and there 
fore- cannot Create; altho e 


244 gilmore extellem Order, than any other Creat 


Beings. How then, can we imagine, could any 
I at f be Formed, but by the Mighty 

Work and Power of Cod? 1 72101. 
And as for ſuch Men, who are not, or will 
not, be ſatisfied with this; let them give me a 
better Account of it, if they are able; nay, 
let them, if they can, give me any other tole- 
»' Probable, or but Poſſible Solution, 
than what hath been already. given of it; which 
lamaware and ſure they cannot: no, not tho 
they may be reputed the moſt lagacious Men, 
Men of greateſt Underſtanding, and quick- 
eſt in other Matters; becauſe Ido 
hey and am as well aſſur d, as I can hoo 
y ching, of which my outward Senſes do BK 

detect and thoroughly inform me, that 
was not poſſible for Man to be at firſt Formed 

other Way.” 

And ro make this ou Full aud ut Oe 
al, which may, 


1 and, propoſe one 
2 upon it, to ſee if they can 


from K 0 do with che primitive. Greazion 


of Man. 
Let us then, (bor umentation Sake, and 
- Gor Agpumenr yet plainer, if 

poſſible): ſuppoſe only that to be at n 


which either hath been in time paſt, or 
certainly be hereafter: That there was — 44 


Man, living upon the Face of the whole Earth, 
(snes, we are alu , 3 


it this preſent juncture, no ſuch Creature, as 2 


5 _ whaginable Way 
de Hiving Man to come to be again in the 


; e 1 b e 
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Chat vrented — — firſt? 


- fiieh Aue, 
thinking, rational, vile, 
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fo much, * bur chat al 


d were either utterly extinct by Death, 


W rind 


2 e with- 
— and 


er the Word as re robe Ripon 
* d, as at the 
Ft there be; for 
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World'y except it were through the mighty 


- Operttion, and ſupernatural Power of the ſame 
eternal and c God, — him 4 


from the 
Plaving bim agu 


by What other means, I fay,/ cun we vonceive it 
— 2 that ever he ſhould +18 N or 


e er chat iris, an rb. 
poſitien': AS 3 

3 ner by > Uk" in the World, 

is inſeriour to wir for the Reaſon be- 

women yy Therefore-hs could be Created 

by none but God, who made che Heavens, and 


the Earth; and Created Man upon it 


Fer cam we condeive, that any thing in che 
World, or all things $ por to together , could, in 
pruch: as Om individual, 


Angle Man in the whole World ; or any One 


like him? No; in e: we know, they 
1 able. 

e en che nme, both . 
5 and the Ac of Creating him, 
133 "Created and Formed Man hr 


r (as by 
IR Boas, or or Peſtilence, or by be- 
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"Pk" 28 it would 2 at this 

— it there Ve eh Pais 
bar 4 6x Y ih, a . * 
Cad is, could produce ſo noble 3 undo wil 
Creature, as Man is; ſo myeb = 
any other of the viſible, "46 reatures, 
tas. he is Lajd to. be mage hue dit Tower, chan %, 
the Angels. Nay, and as * n als Hel. 
Far ”” (hs from gs wo 

y 1 — 0. 
alter che manner of Men) — Was. == we 
a Concurrence and Co- operation, 
the other Works of Creation) but a — — 
it were, of the a ee ee, 
for his Formation; an e 
rial World, when finiſh d and made, 
more able to bring i do 
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give no other tolerable account —— he 
could be firſt. brought into Being; w memes 
tefire a better Argument, $0 prove, Thas Go God 
Nor need we then ſo much as e ink, 
what would be beſt we o, or, <A 
48 


oughit, in * to ſquare our Lib 


* chuſe tion) it 
Ae Cab: ines (Lg 3 
fo) iro it-thus plainly a 
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muſt needs 


This way of Reaſoni 
natural, 
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bt, Thas there is God, . 10. 


5 2 
Wy's © t no one at 
. can chaſe but, — Which: 1 


| | . 12 J 
„ has made me uche i che more vehemently 
and'infiſt'upon it ſomewhat the longer: even 
r6 a kind of ſeeming Tagtolggy ahd Repeti- 
| oy but Ret" © Who: uſeful to ſtrengthen the 
whole Argument, as it was moſt worth in wh 
elf, and Ken wall bean, 4 to be 
— 22 ſtrong aid forcible is the Proof, w 
+ © ©. evince what tis alledg d for, from the 
ning to the End of it: as would ſuffice to 
and bafſfle the ere. the g 
| theilt in the World, i he did but ſet Riel 
duly and ſeriouſly; to Sonſider it.” For I cannot 
for my Life, diſcern, how he can evade i it, or 
what bis Anſwer he ean make to it in his 
Favour, without rendririg himſelf _ and 
Unrnfonable'in the higheſt] 

For what can futh à one fag & to the Be 
gig of Mankind? Will he ſay, that Men 
e { dropr fm We Clouds; or were exhal d 

from tlie Sea, like Vapours, or were only Terre 

N Sons of the Earth; born out of her Belly, 

without havi been ever begotten there: 25 

the Potts; and even ſbine Hiſtorians as Remar- 

rick , and Prophune as tlie Poets, do feign of 

the Race of the Giants and Others; that wert 
of obſcure Parentage. © ae 30 bs 

To hold long Diſpurationwink-ſtch a Man, 
would be but to e Rae eng vs his Fly. 
He 1 is indeed One, who is much tos unreaſon. 
1 and trifling, to be gravely 

1805 and b and Diſpured withal. Aud 

775 o en im — Deluſ ion 
But for others; WhO dare not thus trifle 
with God and their on Souls; nor ſport with 
ererna] — * ht 
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and hearty "Belief of the great Work of obr 
Se nd to Hf Cod for the ſame. 
Secbndy, That in Cönſequence tliereof, we 
güld 33 efidexvour to poſſeſs and affed 
ur Souls” with: b fred firm, 7 unſhaken 
Bil 6f Gut a Hr Providench, Elis Bouny 
diteſs, and of all His other Attributes: 
8 5 ib % 4 belt, „ lively Senſe, and 
habitual Thought God, and of the Duty 
Ve owe to Him, as the Author of our Being; 
eel. ia. i. which, in the Holy Style, J Is JOIN aun 
Creator,” 1137 A9 N 
W and ac. Thar mY wake it our 
chief Care wer the greu "End and De- 
of our Benin And char is to provide for 
our oun eternal Welfare and 05 by 
* to the Praiſe, and Glory Creator, 
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r pry ied »; to poſſeſs our Minds nds with'a ſoles 
arty Belief of the great Work oFour Creation: 

and to bleſs God for the ſame.” ' 

To which 
ſider with our ſelves,” again in, what 
plain, demonſtrative | 1 Proofs _ 
are, that that Work, as great, and mighty, and 
mar vellous, as it a to be, and really is, 

muſt 5 ſome time or other, have been done; 
and, as often to reflect upon, and bethink our 
ſelves of the Time, When Man was not; 
Which will naturally and unavoidably lead us 
to the Belief and Remembrance of Him that 
Created him. For that ſuch a Time there 
Was, and that Man could then no otherwiſe 
Come into Being, than by 
ein, and e from the whole "TR. 
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Purpoſe we ſhall u do well to: 


Creation, is no leſs 
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now 15. 201 1 19 no 9% 
And would Men but ac bene to 
ace Meditate and Think on theſe. things; with 
f = the Whole ſtreſs and vigour. of their .Under- 
S- ſtandings, till their Hearts became touched, 
and warmly and deeply Affected with them; 

TEST bus. airs oo y look unt the 


Pit whence they wor e frſt digged: I believe there | - 1 
would be no fuc 


Ning, 5 Which e us Ours. "Whet 

merely through ner and Srl 
of. Faith, in this Point, Men turn Infidels in 
every. thing elſe: deny God and His \Rrovi- 
dence, and. a. Future State of Life; 1 
which they could poſſibly diſown, if they did 


Him * Not- being to Being. 

by the Ways „may ſuffice. to take 
Ma f fn that idle, fond, and fooliſh Pre- 
2 of Believing, ar Hoping, - or r 
leving, — they did not, could not, or 7a; 
ther would not ſee Reaſon enough to make em 
Believe: becauſe (as hath been ſheum) there 
is abundant roof of it, and Reaſon ſuffici cient - 
to Convince any  unprejudic'd Man, ef the 
meaneſt „ both of the Being, and:Provi- | 
dence of G 'ple;nly declared by the Creation, 
of Man, (not do ſay, of the World) and Ng 
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& Nis Being: and can then diſooer tio better, 


uch other Token of his Divinity, in che 
Worid: none; thit is the bery Iniags and 1 
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better to enable them to derty 15 Be 
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jel with e to lay no 
And becauſt this 16 fundamental 4 Thivete 5 
(as we have ſcem) ſuch an Inet to Atheiſm, 
and all Impiety: it becomes the more need- 
ful for us to arm our ſelves again it, by dur 
being fully in daf oun Minds, hat 
We were Created, moch 
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often works more effectually car{Minds | 


than any human Means or Diſcqurſes can do: 


ERkno no better or more expedient Method, 


ton betet, 1 antes con his Faith and 
beget , iner Rm - 


 Perſwaſion in us, than for us} , firſt 
22 and well digeſt Moſes.s ſacred and 


moſt noble Hiſtory of the Creation * 
to ſet in order before, us, put toget! 
revolve in our Minds, all: the. ꝓro — Sr 


F 
ve jvdn a ſhort Specimen) xhat may 
any Way ee. to our ſtedfaſt Believing: the 
Tub of that Hiſtory. And then, becauſe 
Faith is not of our ſelves, ug chiefly of our 


. We dn Hut is the Gift of God: han 
we have laid Here ching together, well weigh d 


and conſicler d them, and done all we can to 
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„ Wit mei pretty ce, 
Vi Believe; we ſhould, ve muſt, to our 
deavours, annex our 1 and 
Prayers to God,, (Who is the; Author of our 
of our Being). That He 
Would take the Veil from off; our Hearts, Il- 
er our Minds,! Ancli pe pur . 0 
our Unbelief. -- 1391 911 
For elſe, ſuch is the; Frail, yea, Contam mma? 
of our Nature, that, notwithſtanding 
Moral Arguments and Reaſonings in Jo "World 


| toPerſwade us; yet, if that Great Myſtagogue, 
that Heavenhy Divine Teacher; aud Interpreter of 
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.' Arid God's Grace (Uſual) i differently.be- 
W en Men, according to the different 


their humble Dependance on Him; 
EINE and earneſt Supplications 


to Him: and according to their different Uſs 
and Improvements of rhoſe Means of Grace, 


untl. of that Grace it ſelf; ae He has af 
forded the. gu: Foot bas 10 


The Formed vE * we — imported in 
that ghoſtly”, "ſage Advice of the Wiſe Man, 


Truſt in the Lord with all thine Heart, and daun , 


acknowledge Him, and He ſbal dirett thy Paths. 
Wholeſom; table Counſel! very Seafon» 
able Admonition for all Sorts and Conditions 
of Men! but eſpec eſpecially moſt fit to be followed 


by thoſe Ha Ts — Seli-opinionated,, H 
* Conceĩted 5 who; = Y 


much on be ns private 


about (after the Old 
ory and <7; Ba Newer Modes) to Eſtabliſh > 
their own Righteduſueſs, and their own Tenets, 


ouſneſs which is of God by Faith; bur, atte&t- 


ng ns beyond their A Mens 


have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the Righte- 


ing to be Wiſe above what is written, have pre- 

terr'd their own Eigments, and Fancies, Su- 

perſtitions, and private Perſwaſions to the + Aro 

pure Word. of God: Who ordained His Word whichthey\ > 


Pro.z. 5.6 


to be a Lantern unto our Feet, and a Light __ 
ur Paths; by which Light therefore Men n 


caution 4, 


ought to be guided, and to make it the Rule 1 Pet. 1. 20 


of their Faith and Manners. 
Rh Latter is ſignified in that eee 
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11e ee, (in their own Sight : as Ko. 1. 22, 

010 271 ally, the Philoſophers and reputed 7 cr. 1. 

«þ en of Greece and Athens, among” the 4777 
He ——— 4m. fr aan 


i& revealed them unto Babes -: (unto Men meek an. 1. 
d humble, poor in Spirit, Impolitiek and 
jnalſnfive, as little Children) who not 
xpert in the Myſteries of Craft, and the 1 4 
2 of Science, fally Jo caled: (not, 1 20, 21. 
bum) Speculations, an Jubtile Sophiſms of che Co. 4. 8. 
ain Gemtil=Philoſo hy, in . others ſo much | 
prided lves) were generally leaſt elteem'd 
aden that were: and, but very little, — 
Men: but were, however had in 2 71. 4 
Eteem with God. —-Even ſo Father, fir ge. _ 
ſemod good in thy Sight. 2 * 
And St. Paul te us the Reaſon of this mor | 
Þolicitely'r bat no Fleſh fhould Glory in bi f Cor 1.29 
Pre ence : as tho' by —.— own Power or Holt- 
ifdom or Learning, much lefs'by their 
worldly Honour or Greatneſs, they oould at- 
tam to the excellent Knowledge of His Grace and Phil. f. . 
Rith in Him. 
der Heſd ſhould glory in His Froſeis, who Jaw. © 
y 42 bur Hues more Grate une the Pet. 5. 5. 
al XS way Aletb the hungry (that 2 and ud ne 
af afrr errand wigs with good bing, v 
the Gifts and Graces of His hely Spirit, 1 8 
bas reoufnels', SanGification, and true Holi- 
; aid the Rich (who think they need no 
and are not at all ſenſible of their 5 
2 — Wants) He ſends empty away. +, Revit. | 
il © Bat if any Man will do His Wil, vill bart Sh 
J himſelf Reſolutely,' Sincerely, and Conſcientiouſly | 
0 d0 i it, he ſhall know br hs Whether he 
9 þ is. 
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J 30.2 f. is, or is not, by ſuch Lively Inpreſſions upon his I and © 
4 Mind from the Spirit of God, as he mal not a con 
b. 6. 45. he able to withſtand. And if he be bur af G 
Meekly and Humbly diſpos d to receive the Love Ml as th 
f the Truth, that he may be Saved, to attend Holy 
do the Word of God and Prayer, and wait Bu 
upon God in all His Ordinances: he ſhall, doubt - MW Anot 
Tus 1. 13. leſs, (becauſe this is all 5 that God requires of habit! 
_ Mice6. 8. us for the Obtaining of it) have His Grace Him 
aafſorded him, to make him diſcern, believe, MW Neg! 
and know, that God is his Creator: and wor- 
thily to Bleſs and Praiſe His holy Name for it. bein 
For, becauſe-it is not enough for us, to be T 
fully perſwaded in our own: Minds, That it Wl wwe, 
was God, and None but God, that Created nent 
us; unleſs we alſo improve this Notion to the ¶ ceaſe 
beſt Purpoſes: We ſhould ever own and ac- I *the! 
| knowledge it with all 'Thankfulneſs to God: ſpene 
and (as our Church directs ) often Bleſs God moſt 
And there is indeed abundant Reaſon why I fuffer 
| | b we ſhould do this 3 and particularly, . why we and] 
| | _ ſhould ever Bleſs, and give God Thanks and Tim 
A Präaiſe, for His InfiniteGoodneſs to us, in Ma- Tho 
- king us Mien, and not Beaſts, or Worms: be- they 
| caule His ſo. Creating us, was in Order to all to be 
' other Bleſſings and Benefits, that have been, the I 
or ſhall be Conferr d upon us, ſince that Time: ¶ che 
and without which, we had been for ever Un- Fart. 
capable of Receiving any other Bleſſing from und 
SGSod. Which leads me to my Second ; + 0 : 
3 drawn from the foregoing Diſcourſe, Namely, tion, 
5 | Secondly, That, in Conſequence, thereof, we end 
mhould endeavour to poſſeſs and affect our Souls bur 
with a fixed, firm, and unſhaken Belief of God I "an 
and His Providence, His Bounty and , of 
: Fi 4 . <1 an af 
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a conſtant, lively Senſe, and habitual Thought 


his (ad of all Es other Attributes: and alſo wir! 


1 
N of God, and of the Duty we owe to Hm, 
ves the Author of our Being, which, in the 


nd Holy Style, is Remembring Our Creator. 
But tis One thing, barely to Believe, and 


t- Another, to have a conſtant, lively Senſe, and 


of Il tubitual Thought of God, and of our Duty to 


ve Him: which they often are very Remiſs and 


* Creator. 


ture, whoſe Thoughts keep pace with 
ments, and whoſe Mind or Soul can as ſoon 


other, While he is Awake: yet very few Men 


ſuffer the Cares and Pleaſures, and Riches, 
and Love of this World, to engroſs their whole 
Time; and their Hearts too, and to juſtle the 
Thoughts of God out of their Minds, Whom 


bart of che Nicht, in Praiſing, and 


But our Thinking frequently of our Crea -.- 
tion, will brin God into our Remembrance: 


and keep the Remembrance of Him freſh' in 
our Minds; as that, which could be no other, 
dan the Act of an Almighty Agent, the Act 


el, "And if we thus Remember Him, o,. 


ö 
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Negligent in, who nevertheleſs pretend, not in 
the leaſt to Doubt of His Being, nor of His 


Alan ig « Perperaally-Thinking fg. | 
Mo- 


ceaſe to Be, as, to Think on ſome what or 


] 


\ 


ſpend much Time in Thinking of That which- 
moſt Concerns them, God, and His Service, and f 
their Own Inmortal Happineſs ; but moſt Men 


they ought above all things to Remember, and i Tb 5. 
to be almoſt Inceſſantly- Thinking upon: after 17, 18. 
the Example of the holy Pſalmiſt ; who, as iff} 
the Day-time had been too ſhort for it, paſſed p ity, 4 


7. 


185 Pſ.1 19.62 


£44] 
= our Creator, we cannot. but haye ſo much 
ih in Him, as to Believe Him to be a Pour: 
ful, ey Nas Glorious Being, Whole Plea 


"her and {ubmirted tz, and His Wi 


bog = wo > a end LRCE 
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grand dels or Prin 
pref None Religion, the-Beligf of God's Bri 
_ of His Providence, as to one main Brand 
1. fis amply Rewarding His faithful 8 

21, — in which all Mankind are, very greatl 
64-4-;f if not 7 concernid, whether they 
or nat; and, Which wo ft dial 
it cannot (one would think) but e 
eite us to Love, Fear, and Ręverenoe, Serve 
r and Gow Him. ine ſhall nd 
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ao in to e the — 3 
ar if we < believe, that* God 15, al 
a. _ by faithfully Serving Him, Mt | 
is mant y our diligently ſeeking Him) we 

| . ſerve our ſelves, . 


. gre, Intereſt and Happin 
ve ve al eſire: What ſhould. — ee 
ade to ſuch our Belief: « 


Vena go Works 


even on this account, tell y 


- a & oe io - 
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” F, - 
- But does not St. Janes ſay, in an upbrai 
„to the Practical Atheiſſ, who 


. 
. 


s alſo: Believe and Trems 19, 20» 
O wain Man, that Faith e 
dead? And St. Paul ſpeaks of 


wer is, that,” ode cha Calif bo 
Devil, 6 id quite Deſperate, they have: no 
of dens: Saved, and therefore no En- 
couragement to repent, or turn from their 

2 They know they are cn d to 
e Gu F - 8V 


dennen lelieue and — has God i, 
11 that this God is but One; they perſectix 
hate and dread Him, as Saves : and can never 
Sr or ae e, becauſe 
ow eit will be in vain. 

ei thanked, it is not 1 with ns 
hohateailebe Motivenend | 
that can be, beth of this Liſe end the Future, 
to ſtudy to pleaſe God: and the De- 
terments from Vice, as tis ee with li 


I ey 5 

| fo Ker is it from being true; that 
it was — a ſuperſtitious Fear at firſt, that 
a Belief of a God, in us, 
(as ſome have impiouſly ſurmiſed) that, on the 
contrary, tis only a ſtrong Perſwaſion and Be- 
lief of God's Being, (for which we think we 


bar ground a. and cannot * 


ee Aer, one God ; Jam, 2, 


ob know God, | but in Warks Tit x. 6. 


1 „ 
te pe Fear of Him. aha the 


more this Perſwaſion is ſettled, rooted, and 
ded in us, nay, if it could aer 


| Renee Knowladde ade of Him, ths grower il 


would be our Fear of Him 


of Him were ſo perfect, as to caſt — tha 

Fear) as, by this very Inſtance of the Devils, 

Mark 1. is Manifeſt :. who do as certainly believe and 
1 34. ar that God is, as, that they themſelves 
| And who, becauſe they have a feeling 
5 Senſe and Apprehenſion of Him, and do know 
aſſuredly who, and what He is; and what He 

both can and will do to, and execute upon 

| Jude v. 6. them, are terribly afraid, and do even tremble 


| Mar $29. at the very "Thoaght of Him. 


And did we but as verily believe and know 
God, and the Power of His Wrath, as the 
Devils do: (whereof they have had ſome -woful 
Experiment, in His them down from 
Heaven) I believe we — much rather yield 
our Bodies to be burned or torn in Pieces, 

than venture wilfuly-to offend or e Him. 

And for ſuch Men, who Prafaſs to know God, 

but in Works deny Him, being Abominable and 
 Diſobedient: tis indeed very deplorable; and 

withal, amazing, to contider ; how Common a 

thing this is in the World! for Men, who Pro- 

feſs to Know God, to Live as Senſually and 

Unrighteouſly, as Wantonly, Prophanely, and 

Wickedly in all reſpects, and to ſtand in no 

more Awe of Him, nor Fear of Sinning : than 
if they were ſure there were no ſuch Being, , 

to call them to account. 
But to ſhew, how ſuch Profeſſion 8 pm- | 


Kick can conſiſt together: Tis e, they 
| Py with their Mouths , ot rapes Know | 
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it can hardly be thought that they do) they 
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God, for Temporal Ends, and to avoid tke 


Reproach of Atheiſm: when they do not in 
their Hearts Believe, That He is. Or, if the 
do really Believe a God, (as, if there be an ß 


uch Monſtrous thing as a Speculative Atheiſt. 


do not, in the Laſt Diftates and Reſult of their 
Thoughts, attend thoroughly and diſtinctly to 
what the Belief of a God means, and the real, 
proper, dreadful * of it to them- 
ſelyes: ſo as to have it {till Preſent with them: 
but, _ Inadvertency, ſuffer it to lie 
dormant and unoperative upon their Minds 
and ſo they become Actually Ignorant, or rather 
Nrgetful (at the very of Action) of 
what they Habitually Know; and are as little 
Inluenc d by ſuch a Belief, as tho they did 
not Believe Him at all. e 
Moſt Probable it is, They have only a ge- 
neral, dreaming, confus d, unſettled Notion of 
_ hovering in the Head, not ſunk 972 the 
cart: only a ſtaggering, wavering Opinion, 
a drowſie _ faint Acer 3 deriv'd only from 
Hear-ſay and Oral Tradition, and mixed with 
nuch Doubting: but that they never yet well 
ſtudied, ponder d, and laid to Heart, the ſofid 
Grounds and Reaſons they have, or might have, 
for Believing in Him; or elſe they durſt not 
Affront Him by a Wicked Life. * 
In Fact, it is more than Probable, tis un- 
deniably Evident, they have not that Unfeigned 
Faith in God, and the Divine Promiſes, which 17.1. 5. 
the Scripture ſo highly recommends; which“ 
aways keeps a good Caf lies wad of * Offence to- m. 1. 5. 
wards God and Men : and produces other Gra- 48: 24.6. 
eious, Vertuous Habits- * 1 
| em, 


fa). 
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true, 
: 5» Charity af all forts ne ra. {ml 
Tom. x: 6, — rr and a Conguels aver the World and 
1Fob.3. 3- * 102 8 28 
2 1 In Werd, They haye nos that Huth Un- 
Prone „ feighed abiding in chem, Which“ Purifieth the 
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Were God indeed a Being, that cared not 
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ae towards Him: How Infinitely doet 
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5o. bim with a moſt tender, Fetherly Love: and, 
?/. 146.8. That His Regard and Eſteem for Man is 6 
= 15. great, as to cauſe Him to ſet His Heart ihn 
WES ig 4. bim Continualy, and to vit aud try him ever 
| Job 7. 17. Moment, Yor his good; hay, to take Pleaſure and 
: Delight in him: as if we were, or could be, 
Pp If + All char ro Him, which He is to us, our Glory 
#35. 27. and d Joy, our ſovereign Good and Happineb. 
E149. 4. why then — not Delight in, and 
Ef 147- 1 ſet our Hearts Him, in the Fervency d 
Webs, 3 our Affection and Deſire? Why ſhould we not 
1 often lift up our Souls unto Him ? Why ſhould 
3. upon the Creature? Why mind Earthl 
747% dings; "Why ſet our Eyes, and our Hearts, 
Prev. 4 and fix our Aims, upon that which is not, 
4% which is of no-Continuanee : whilſt we hav 
/- - the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, the Father o 
 -  Mercies,/ and Our Father, the God of nl Conſole 
| tion, to fix upon? Who thus entirely Loves, 
©  *+ +; © © andſeeks to do us Good? Why ſhould not our 
5 3% 3 great Aim and Endeavour be, to Pteaſe Him, 
- 3 Pez. i. by Endeavouring to be like Him: to _— 
2 5 Hoh in al manner f Converſation : 
: 2 Reer; ar gur Father. which ir in ane : 
48. | NT * | 


* 


& 


* ö CV EIS CT ORR 
3 1 Fi 


oO 
* 
a " 


\. 7:CONCLUDE . » 


Above all things, Let us be Careful, nat tio 
diſhotour God, nor turn his Glory into Shame, P . > 
by Defacing his Image in us, (which is like= _ 

wiſe really to Diſhonour our Selves) by any 

vicious, diſorderly, corrupt Practices whatever. 

But Contrariwiſe, Let's learn (if we are yet , 
to learn) to put off, to Mortify and Crucify 
the Old Mar, with his deeds: i. e. the Whole . cn. 3. 3 
Body of Sin, with all its Alluring, Dereitefuls, 10. 
Lufts and Vanities; and, to put on the New Man, Epb. 4. 24. 

(5.e. a New, Spiritual, Heavenly Frame and 
Temper of Mind, a New Nature, whereby #pb.4. 23: 
one becomes a New Man, a New Creature, an- Rem. 122 
other ſort of Man, than what he was by Na-*<*-5-17- 
ture) which is Renewed in Knowledge, after h 
the Image of Him that Created him; or, which, 

after God, (or according to God's Image) is 

Created in Righteouſneſs, and true. Holineſs. 

This now is Living to the Praiſe and Glory 
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above all things, by our Conſtant, Devout Nor- 
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by our Obeying His Righteous Laws : yy our 
Imitating Him, eſpecially, in Holineſs an 
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| Her: out "His org 1 to Honour, Glorify, 
Hleſe, Extol, and Magnify His Holy Name, 
8 AW for ever and ever. Amen. by 
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